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EDITORIAL

World No Tobacco day: -Tobacco is a product

of the leaves of Nicotiana tabacum plants and it
is consumed by human beings throughout the
globe. It originated in the America, but was
introduced to Europe by Jean Nicot, the French
ambassador to Portugal in 1559. It quickly
became popular and an important trade crop in
most of the countries. Tobacco was brought to
India by the Portuguese merchant in 1508 and
its cultivation started in the Western Coastal
region of the country. India is today the third
leading producer of tobacco (after USA and
China) in the world. Bulk of the country’s
production comes from Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Bihar and Maharashtra.
In our country it is cultivated in black & red soils
as a cash crop and trees used to be felled from
the forests for curing the tobacco. Curing
tobacco has always been a process necessary to
prepare the leaf for consumption. Fire-cured
tobacco is hung in large barns where fires of
hardwoods are kept on continuous or
intermittent low smolders and takes between
three days and ten weeks, depending on the
process and the tobacco. Fire curing produces a
tobacco low in sugar and high in nicotine. Pipe
tobacco, chewing tobacco, and snuff are fire
cured.The main purpose of the fire is to give the
tobacco a smoky taste and aroma by letting
smoke come in direct contact with the leaf.

Medical research made it clear during the 1900s
that tobacco use increased the likelihood of

many illnesses including heart attacks, strokes,
Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, and
many forms of cancer. Tobacco chewing causes
stomach, lung, throat, and mouth cancers. The
objective of observing World No Tobacco Day
is to reduce tobacco consumption which can
lead to deadly diseases mentioned above and
early death. The tobacco is used in the following
forms. Cigarettes, Cigars, Chutta, Bidis, Pipes
and Water pipes (Hugqa), Chewing tobacco,
Snuff,and Ghutka (a version of chewing tobacco
mixed with areca nut, catechu, slaked lime and
other condiments) People, non-governmental
organizations and governments unite on World
No Tobacco Day to draw attention to the health
problems that tobacco use can cause. It is held
on May 31 each year

The concept of World No Tobacco Day was
initiated because millions of people die each
year around the world owing to tobacco
consumption and abuse. Initially, April 7 was
chosen as the “world no-smoking day” when the
World Health Assembly passed a resolution
regarding the same in 1987. In 1988, the World
Health Assembly passed another resolution
calling for May 31 to be celebrated as “World
No Tobacco Day” every year.This event has been
observed each year since 1989

It is intended to encourage a 24-hour period of
abstinence from all forms of tobacco

consumption around the globe. The day is
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further intended to draw attention to the
widespread prevalence of tobacco use and to
negative health effects, which currently lead to
nearly 6 million deaths each year worldwide,
including 600,000 of which are the results of non-
smokers being exposed to passive smoking.
Passive smoking is that when some body is very
close to a smoker and inhailing the smoke
released from smoker’s cigarette or beedi. This is
more dangerous.

In 2008, on the eve of the World No Tobacco Day,
the WHO called for a worldwide ban on all
tobacco advertising, promotion, and
sponsorship.The theme of that year’s No Tobacco
Day was Tobacco-free youth ; therefore, this
initiative was especially meant to target
advertising efforts aimed at youth.WHO put a
complete ban on advertising tobacco products
through any means from May 31, 2008. According
to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control, large, clear and visible health warnings
or other pictorial messages depicting the
harmful effects of tobacco use must be printed
on all the tobacco products these warnings have
been made mandatory for all countries. In our
country though on tobacco products it is
mentioned that “smoking is injurious for health”
but it is written with very small illegible font
size and in very inconspicuous place. All
products related to tobaccos in India carry
graphic pictorial warnings like the skull and cross
bones or a cancer-disfigured face or diseased

lungs to highlight the hazards of tobacco
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intake.In our country smoking is banned in
public places and if found smoking in these
public places smokers are penalized.

Each year, World No Tobacco Day is observed
with a new theme.WHO selects a theme for the
day in order to create a more unified global
message for World No Tobacco Day. This theme
then becomes the central component of the
WHO'’s tobacco-related agenda. The theme for
2013 was “Ban tobacco advertising, promotion
and sponsorship” The theme for 2014 was “raise
taxes on tobacco” and the theme for 2015 would
be “Stop illicit trade of tobacco products”.

On No Tobacco Day the attempt is to draw
public and Government attention on the need
to take effective measures to prevent tobacco
consumption which contaminates the air we
live in. Hence if your dream is to live in a
pollution free environment, then Anti-Tobacco
Day 2015 is the right time to express your
support to help create a safe and healthy
environment for future generations. In India
World No Tobacco day is observed with fervor.
The Government, individuals and public health
organizations organize health camps and rallies

to create a tobacco free society.

Tobacco consumption in any form is dangerous
for health. People need to be made aware of
the ills of tobacco. It is a fact that use of tobacco
in all forms has gone down very much when
compared to 50 years ago, but this reduction is
only in educated and in urban areas who have
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become more health conscious. In rural areas
where the percentage of literacy is low
consumption of tobacco is still very high. Even
in urban areas the illiterates are using tobacco
in the form of Cigarettes, beedis and Ghutka. In
most of the states Ghutka is banned by the State
Governments yet it is sold clandestinely. World
No Tobacco Day is the event dedicated to call
attention towards the impact of tobacco use on
public health and reduce individual tobacco
dependence. Governments of all the countries
across the globe are imposing strict regulations
on tobacco products.

World No Tobacco Day drew global attention to
the prevailing use of tobacco and to its negative
health effects. The day focuses on reduction of
tobacco-related health problems and deaths.
According to a National Family Health Survey
conducted in 2005-06, in India, over 57 per cent
men in the age group of 15-49 years consume
tobacco in some form and over 10.9 per cent of
women in this age group also wuse
tobacco.Smoking kills 900,000 people every
year in India, and unless corrective action is taken
soon that number will increase to 1 million. The
World Health Organization predicts that tobacco
deaths in India may exceed 1.5 million annually
by 2020. The introduction of reality about the
harms and addiction of tobacco products to
people helps improve their own health, as well
as the health of their families, friends, and others
in their community. WHO honor organizations

or individuals who have made exceptional
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contributions to reducing tobacco

consumption.

Cancer Patients Aid Association regularly
organizes awareness programmes for people
to educate them. Free awareness lectures &
screening camps are organized for public to
commemorate World No Tobacco Day. Street
plays, skits, debates, painting and extempore
competitions are held on the evils of tobacco
consumption on this day.

The main objective of celebrating the World No
Tobacco Day all over the world is to promote
and encourage the common public to reduce
or stop the use of tobacco or its products
consumption as it may lead to some lethal
diseases (cancer, and cardiac related problems)
or even death. Individuals from different regions
of the country, non-profit and public health
organizations participate very actively in the
campaign celebration to get global success and
become involved in distributing placards,
posters display having latest theme and
information related to the bad effects of
tobacco use or its product smoking.

Vana Premi wishes a very success full No Tobacco
day 2015 and wishes that all those who are
consuming tobacco in any form should give it
up from today only, without waiting for the New
Year to come and resolve on new year’s day to
give up tobacco consumption completely and
save the health of our relatives, friends and those
who are working with us. QMK

| (6
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LETTERS TO EDITOR
Sir,
Wish to express my happiness on getting a very informative Vana Premi after you sounded so
worried at our meeting at Doolapalli that you did not have enough articles to bring out the issue.
Like a wizard you picked up some very interesting articles of valuable advices to old retired guys
like us to maintain good health without going to CGHS but taking things available in our house-
hold. The magazine was highly appreciated by many oldies in our complex to which | circulated
the magazine. When Buchiram Reddy opted out of publishing Vana Premi | was worried, but am
happy that there is an equally great stalwart in you to manage it with equal competence and
interest, to give us access to article which we may not capability to see on internet in plenty for
want of computer and capacity to download on internet as you have been doing for our
benefit.Please find attached an article on Vontimitta | was provoked to write on where i started my
independent career with range training, in a woe-begone place.
Best wishes & regards,
M. Kamal Naidu

Sir,

‘Mutation of House Property in Municipal Records’ by KBR (VP — April 2015) is a classic illustration
of the travails any one has to undergo in government offices. He has in fact been soft with the
system. Most of the formalities and the bottlenecks are avoidable. | checked up with KBR and was
told that the story had a happy ending when he obtained the Certificate personally on 16" April

2015. Even on the last day, he had to request the head of the office to intervene.

It is significant that KBR with his stature had to face many ordeals when the Certificate had to be
issued in routine on the basis of evidence produced. He must have revealed his identity wherever
he had approached and also told them that he had retired as Joint Director, Anti-Corruption
Bureau. System is so rotten that it is immune to sensibilities and do not allow healthy practices to
take roots. Exhortations by even the Chief Minister that procedures have been simplified and
timelines fixed become meaningless.

Yours sincerely Date: 18.04.2015
J.V.SHARMA
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REMEMBERING VONTIMITTA

By
M.Kamal Naidu

| travelled fifty years down my memory lane this

year 2015, on Ramanaomi, when the
KodandaRamaswamy temple of Vontimitta shot
into very high prominence. Hitherto

‘Bhadrachallam Temple’ used to be the center
of attraction on the occasion, but this year it went
to Telangana State. So as an alternative, the fes-
tival came to be celebrated by Andhra State at
Vontimitta, to perform the auspicious pooja, and
was graced by the Governor and the CM of AP.
Hitherto the pooja was performed every year,
graced by FRO Vontimitta, as the senior most
official of the place. In 1965, | enjoyed this privi-
leged honor, to mark the beginning of my inde-
pendent charges in my career. This happened
for | had taken independent charge of Vontimitta
1-4-1965, that
Ramanavaomioccured on 2" April. The priest

Range on and year
considered it as a great privilege of Shri
Ramalayam that an ACF level officer was present
that year to perform the pooja, as against the
usual routine by FRO. | felt too honored at the
privilege, particularly my wife, for it happened
less than six months, since we were married in

November.

Thus my association with this simple quiet vil-
lage came accidentally, not at my asking, at the
end of my attached trainings in the state after
two years at Forest Academy, starting with Mr.

Sitarama Rao, DFO Cuddapah South, followed
with Mr.Mareddy DFO Nizamabad, and finally
with MrMunawar Hussain, CF Kurnool Circle. It
was a coincidence that | started off with train-
ing under Sitarama Rao and ended with
Ramanaomi. Vontimitta became a range of the
reorganized Cuddapah Division under Mr. SA
Reddy, when Rajampet and Produttur Divisions
were also formed in the district. Thus Vontimitta
in Cuddapah had been etched in my mind as
an important land-mark in my life, with many
other important associations to follow associ-
ated with my places of posting.

In 1965 Vontimitta was a small village being
the HQ of Sl Police, Revenue Inspector and For-
est Range Officer, and no hospital worth the
name, but had its importance because of the
prominent Ramalayam and a huge tank with a
long winding bund, tank being mostly dry
round the year barring rainy season. This tank
was built during the Vijayanagara Kingdom for
irrigation, in this severely drought prone area.
Vontimitta was fortunate to have a prominent
big Forest RH at the bus stop, frequented by
district officials on visit for duty, to visit the
temple, and for a change from Cuddapah.There
was a High School located behind the FRH to
cater for the needs of surrounding hamlets be-
sides itself. The village would be virtually dead
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after 7.00PM, when the last bus left for
Cuddapah, till the next morning with arrival of
first bus.The place used to be so dead, that even
if murders occur during the night, it would not
be known till morning. During my 6-months ten-
ure, the first two months were in FRH, till FRO
quarter was vacated by the relieved FRO.

While at Vontimitta, | was being watchfully
guarded out of sympathy by many, than senior
young direct recruit officers like Mr.Laxmipathy
of FS Party,Keshav Reddy from Rajampet and
PratapBahadur of Chitoor nearby divisions, for
Mr.SA Reddy was reputed among many as a per-
son having a strong dislike for direct recruits, and
so feared possibility of him causing mental hard-
ships and harassing me, given the opportunity
of having me posted under him. And so they
would come to Vontimitta on way to Cuddapah
to cheer me up. On the contrary the reality was
otherwise for Mr. SA Reddy was a very practical
and fatherly figure to me, who regularly visited
us at Vontimitta with family and lot of good
homely food, to cheer us up in the woe-begone
place, without minimal city comforts. He ap-
pointed the first in-house servant for us, to take
care of us, who served us for first three years of
our domestic life, which habit became a life-
long institution till very recently. Every month
he would insist, | go over to HQ Cuddapah with
my wife, stay with him in his spacious house, in a
room kept reserved for us, when he would take
her for reqgularcheckup, as my wife was preg-
nant, assisted by his wife, as he would have done
to his own daughter under similar circumstance.
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He used to call me as ‘aye Vontimitta Ranger’
while in his office, and never by name when he
called for Rangers meeting, but otherwise he
was all love and hospitality, and goodwill out-
side the office premises. He was proud that he
started his career as a forester under English-
men prior to independence, and rose to be-
come a DFO, very justifiedly so. These experi-
ences of his were interesting on the style of life
led by British officer. Often | felt his behavior
pattern was an imitation of what he suffered
under his white bosses in his earlier days.

Again it was the Vontimitta Tank bund, where
we took our evening walks, where the legend-
ary’Srinath’of Vijaynagar Maharajas court would
travel, for he happened to be a brother-in-law
of Telugu poet Pottana, who resided at
Vontimitta, besides the ever full ‘PottanaBhavi,
even during the driest summer, as we witnessed
during our stay. While at Vontimitta was born
my first son Srinath, whom we named in
memory of the legend of the place. We did not
name him as ‘Pottana’, because my wife took
objection that my son would resent later when
classmates tease him, not knowing the histori-
cal significances of the name.

Vontimitta even carries my memories back to
the surrounding hills, set on fire by grazers, to
stimulate flush of fresh green grass for the
sheep. These fires would resemble like garlands
of rubies in the pitch darkness of night, when
seen helplessly from the FRH veranda. | am re-
minded of my cycle ride and foot inspections
of burnt areas of red sander forest to
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Mantapampally, Madhavaram, known to women
better for sarees, Chintarajupally FRH, and KG
Penta FRH on hill top, enroute to Vontimitta on
forest track and also passing through the large
dry tank bed. Nandalur, etc. The raids on red
sander smugglers and goat grazers was a rou-
tine feature and used to be very exciting, though
extremely risky, which SA Reddy strongly dis-
couraged me, as not worth the risk with sea-
soned hoodlums of Cuddapah, well known to
him as being armed with sickles, axes and plenty
of stones.

My later association to Vontimitta was rare, be-
ing once in 1982 as Curator NZP, while on a visit
to Tirupathi by car from Hyderabad on a pilgrim-
age for my daughter fist hair cutting, after visit-
ing Srisailam, and LakshmiNarashimaSwamy
temple at Ahobilam enroute, thanks to Mr. P.
Ranga Rao’s arrangement of good darshan.

The next visit to Vontimitta came about on post-
ing as CF, Social Forestry, Cuddapah in 1985. It
was on this occasion | took a decision to afforest
the barren dry hillock besides the temple un-
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der Social Forest as a ‘Temple Grove' | asked
DFO Cuddapah to take up this project, but un-
fortunately | got transferred from there to Delhi
Zoological Park, and later | found that the task
was not carried out. When | saw the hillock on
my visit to Vontimitta as PCCF in 1996, | once
again entrusted the task to DFO to be taken up
in 1997 monsoon after good soil preparation
in the rocky, dry shallow terrain. But this | pre-
sume did not materialize with my premature
transfer out of dept. as Chairman Godavari Val-
ley Development Authority. Now | am very ex-
pectant that Lord Rama himself will take care
of the afforestation project of the hillock, with
the renewed importance given by CM and Gov-
ernors visit, which will become my dream ful-
filled of 1965 as Vontimitta RO, when | planted
a Neem sapling on the hillock on Van Mahotsava
as remembrance of my Range charge. This sap-
ling did not have a survival instinct like me, to
survive many adversities.

However the good days of Vontimitta have
come, thanks to bifurcation of the state. All the
best Vontimitta for a glorious future

Good people do not need laws to tell them to act
responsibly, while bad people will find a way
around the laws.Plato

The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by
the bad people but the silence over that by the good
people.Martin Luther King, Jr.
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THE KILLING OF TWENTY WOOD
CUTTERS IN SESHCHALAM FORESTS

By
S.D.Mukharjee

Red sander (RS) is endemic species to
Seshachalam region (including adjoining areas
in Kudapa, kurnool and Nellore districts), which
means they are not found anywhere else in the
world. It has been classified as endangered spe-
cies with International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) and included in appendix —ii of
Conservation on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species (CITES). Trading in RS is not per-
mitted without the sanction of Government of
India. The use of RS wood is known only to the
extent that it is used for making musical instru-
ment, certain type of dyes and decorative fur-
nishing. But looking at the rising cost in the in-
ternational market, Rs 50 to 80 lakh per tonne, it
looks there may be some other uses of the wood.
Itis this high value of RS that has attracted smug-
glers, who are prepared to take risk and invest

heavily on its smuggling.

Smugglers engage people to fell, transport the
logs out of the forests, load it on vehicles, trans-
port it to designated destinations and ship the
wood illegally from different ports of India to
different international destinations and sell it in
the international market. Some limited quan-

tity of RS also goes to the adjoining countries -

Nepal, Myanmar, and other countries- by road.
To maintain secrecy different people are en-
gaged in different stages and paid handsomely.
Logs are generally concealed under some ag-
riculture produce like husk, dung, vegetables,
etc. during transportation in stolen vehicles
with false registration number plates. Drivers
are hired from the local markets without re-
vealing the contraband and ownership of the
material. Before the RS reaches its final desti-
nation several drivers are changed. Logs are
transported in containers with false declaration.
In case of any failure in smooth conduct of
smuggling they leave the produce and the
middlemen engaged are left to fend for them-
selves and bear the consequences. Majority of
the cases the people are unaware of the king-
pin as they are dealt by the middlemen. Even
after knowing the illegality of the clandestine
transactions in the process of RS smuggling, the
people engaged in different operations are
prepared to take risk keeping eye on the high
wages paid for the work entrusted. To ensure
hassle free process of smuggling, to the extent
possible, the concerned officials at different

points from the origin to the final destination,
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including politicians, are bribed suitably and

kept in their good books.

Most of the people involved in tree felling and
shifting operations belong to two economically
backward castes of Tamil Nadu (TN) - Vanniyars
and Malayalis. The traditional occupation of
many people from these two castes is wood
cutting. As per the fact finding report of the Na-
tional Campaign for DNT Human Rights, most of
them are hired from Thiruvannamalai, Salem,
Villupuram, and Dharmapuri districts of TN.
Many from these districts had worked earlier for
Sandalwood dons like Veerappan. Keeping their
poor economic status, proficiency in woodcut-
ting and traveling through forests in mind, the

RS mafia prefers to hire them.

The smuggling of RS is going on since ages but
lately there is increased interest in the produce
due to increase of wood value in the interna-
tional market. Presently one metric ton of RS cost
is Rs twenty lakh in Indian market and it ranges
between Rs fifty to eighty lakh in international
market as against a mere Rs one lakh per tonne
in 2009. The Forest Department (FD) had been
fighting lone losing battle with increasing risk
of life for decades. For example in the recent
past following cases of killing in the hands of
the wood cutters gives a glimpse of danger in-
volved in protecting the RS forests:

1. July 2011 M.Sreenivasulu a forest officer was
killed
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2. December 2012, 2 forest officers were killed
and three were injured.

3. December 15,2013, N.R.Sridhar Deputy
Range Officer and David Karunakaran forest
beat officer were attacked with axes, stones and
sticks killing both by about a mob of 500 wood-

cutters.

However, lately government of Andhra Pradesh
(AP) has taken strong measures to check the
menace by constituting Red Sanders Anti-
Smuggling Task Force (RSASTF) in November
2014 with the personnel from FD and Police
duly armed. For better coordination of police
force, the Task Force (TF) is headed by an IPS
officer of Deputy Inspector General rank that
functions under the command and administra-
tive control of the Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests, AP. TF not only enforces area domi-
nation exercise in the forests and applies Pre-
ventive Detection (PD) Act on the smugglers,
but also conducts awareness programme in the
affected villages to forewarn the people about
the risk involved in smuggling activity of RS.
Additionally, FD has set up sixty four base
camps and installed solar powered CCTV cam-
eras in deep forests. The CCTV cameras are re-
motely controlled from Hyderabad and its find-
ings are communicated to the field units for
catching the smugglers and produce detected
by the cameras. Six more cameras are being

installed to make total CCTV coverage at 60



May - 2015

identified vulnerable points in deep forests. It
has been found very effective to detect and
catch the culprits and produce. 150 forest offi-
cials, from Forest guards to foresters, have been
equipped with double action pump guns. An-
other 250 guns are being imported from United
States. It was also proposed to have three meter
deep trenches along 1250 km stretch, mostly in
Chittoor and Kadapa districts to curb the smug-
gling of RS. With all these efforts combined the
TF has registered 831 cases, 5239 arrests, sei-
zure of 15,520 logs and 715 vehicles. Among the
people arrested 2202 are from AP, 3033 from TN
and Karnataka. 31 inter-state smugglers were
arrested, 45 kingpins of smugglers were de-
tained under PD Act out of which 13 were re-
leased on bail and remaining remains in judi-

cial custody.

In spite of all such measures the lure of big
money from RS prompts the continuity of smug-
gling activity.On the other hand to finish the task
without giving chance to be caught in the pro-
cess of smuggling, larger number of woodcut-
ters and transporters are being engaged by of-
fering lucrative wages and insurance against risk.
It is said the wages go up to Rs. 5000 and death
is compensated with Rs 15 lakh to the family of
deceased and injured is paid Rs. 5 lakh. There-
fore, the poor people, knowing fully well about
the illegal business and risk to life, agree to

smugglers dictates.
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Under this background, on the 7™ of April 2015
morning 20 woodcutters were killed in
Seshachalam forests in an encounter with
RSASTF. Eleven persons were killed in an area
known as Eetamakulagunda and nine others at
Cheekateegalakona in Chandragirimandal of
Chitoor district, AP. According to Additional DG
of Police (Law and Order) there was informa-
tion about a large number of smugglers in the
forests.TF teams laid ambush at two places. The
smugglers armed with stones, axes, sickle and
sticks were asked to surrender but they retali-
ated forcing the police to open fire in self-de-
fense that resulted in the killing of twenty
people while 8 police men were injured. Large
number of smugglers escaped with Red sand-
ers (RS) logs to the adjoining forests. Search
teams of TF have been constituted to nab them
and some have been caught with logs of RS.

The search is in progress.

Instead of supporting the efforts of RSASTF who
are relentlessly working day and night with life
at risk to save the RS forests, the killing of 20
woodcutters has generated tsunami of protests

from different quarters.

1. Tamil speaking youths carrying sticks and
petrol in plastic sachets, stopped the APSRTC
bus plying from Nellore to Chennai and
smashed the glass panes and assaulted the
driver. Fringe outfits resorted to protests and

targeted at the Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus
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and pelted stones on 5 buses damaging the wind
shields. The passengers traveling had harrow-
ing time. APSRTC had to suspend the buses put-
ting the general public to great inconvenience

for ten days before resuming the services.

2. Cutting across party lines political leaders of
TN expressed shock and termed the firing inci-
dent a brutal attack on the hapless workers. Con-
demning the action of the TF political parties-
DMK, MDMK, BJP, PMK, CPI, VCK and Congress-
opined, “Shooting people is not acceptable and
victims should have been dealt in accordance
with law”They asked the AP government to “pur-
sue lawful means” to check RS smuggling. VCK
leader condemned the incident as a brutal at-
tack and demanded apology from AP CM. MDMK
leader said there are no legal provisions to ran-
domly fire at those who intrude into forests. The
law of the land does not entertain firing animals
in the wild, but gunning down people is inhu-
man. The TN CM has addressed to AP CM to or-

der speedy and credible enquiry.

3. People’s Union for Civil Liberties condemned
the encounter calling it “massacre” and de-
manded CBI probe into the incident. The Hu-
man Rights Forum has demanded that a murder
case be booked against the police personnel
who participated in the encounters and crimi-
nally prosecuted. The National Human Rights
Commission has issued notices to CS and DGP

of AP seeking report within two weeks on the
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killing of the twenty people in an alleged en-
counter with RS smugglers.The Hyderabad High
Court sought to know from the AP DGP whether
a case of unnatural death had been reported
regarding the encounter killings of the twenty
wood cutters near Tirupati. Cases have been
also filed in the High Court Hyderabad by the

relations of the deceased.

4. Under the pressure created against the TF
the AP government has registered a case of
murder against the police personnel involved
in the encounter and the investigation is in

progress.

In an article: “Blood in the woods” (The Hindu
16.04.2015), the writer has concluded that ex-
ploited by forest officials and mafia, the forest-
dwellers were involved both legal and illegal
activities. But there was always the fear that the
tribal would expose the illegal goings-on.There
was also need to show that some degree of for-
est protection was underway. This led to forest
dwellers being routinely arrested for forest of-
fences.The number of cases was notched up to
show efficient forest protection.The forest mafia
remained well protected. The odd honest for-
est officer faced the brunt of mafia anger and if
he dared to act, it was safer not to. Forest bu-
reaucracy was itself divided within. Writer fur-
ther claims the Forest Rights Act of 2006 with
the law conceding the rights of forest dwellers

is the only solution to save the forests. Even
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skeptics now accept the Forest Rights Act as the
only way forward for both forests and forest
people. But powerful lobby within the FD con-
tinues to resist it. The Act has been challenged
by number of retired forest officials. For instance
in AP, it was J.V.Sharma and Ors. Vs.

India and while in TN, it was the V.Sambasivam

Union of

vs Union of India and Ors. Official reports too
blame the resistance from the FD for the poor
implementation of the law. In TN, not a single
title has been issued to tribals till date. The utter
desperation of the tribal people that makes
them venture into forests for illegal work is a
result of such moves. Recognition and legal pro-
tection of their rights can alone ensure that for-
est dwellers get a fair deal. When forest become
open, inclusive and come under the watchful
eyes of the forest dwellers themselves, forest
conservation and protection become possible.
The Seshachalam killings come from the delu-
sion of gun-toting commandos that they are pro-
tecting forests. Rather than convert forests into
conflict zones, conservation is best achieved by
those who know the forests. Guns only do what
they do the best, kill. Forests, however, are about

life and coexistence.
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It is concluded that it would be impossible
for the FD, even when police help is provided,
if such opinions are aired and forest officers are
blamed all the time. Unless the political class
and civil society is prepared to understand the
complication involved in the protection and
development of forests, it will be impossible
to save the forests. Those who claim that giving
free access to the forest dwellers is the only
viable solution to forest protection fail to see
the ground realities. The forest officers who
have spent their life time in the forests, have
witnessed the flow of people from outside to
the forests, clearing of forestlands on large scale
and illegal occupation of forestland, which was
never with them in the past, and got recognized
as tribal forest dwellers are now claiming more
forestlands even by felling existing forests in
order to get recognition and Forest Rights Act.
Giving free access to such people would be
the last step to see complete wiping out of the
remaining forests and wildlife. The government
may realize the folly of believing such stories
only at the risk of receiving the wrath of nature
that is already visible to some extent but the
real fall out would be unbearable wiping out

the life on large scale.

| think it's important to always keep professional and surround

yourself with good people, work hard, and be nice to everyone.
Caroline Weinberg
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INDIA OF GOOD OLD TIMES .......
AND WHAT A FALL!

By
J. V. Sharma

Editor, VANA PREMI deserves all the praise for publishing a photocopy of an excerpt of Lord Macaulay’s
speech in British Parliament on 2™ February 1835. It is reproduced below for the benefit of those
who could not lay their hand on March 2014 issue of the journal:

“I have travelled across the length and breadth of India and | have not seen one person who is a
beggar, who is a thief —such wealth | have seen in this country, such high moral values, people of
such caliber, that | do not think we would ever conquer this country, unless we break the very
backbone of this nation, which is her spiritual and cultural heritage and therefore, | propose that
we replace her old and ancient education system, her culture, for if the Indians think that all that is
foreign and English is good and greater than their own, they will lose self-esteem, their native
culture and they will become what we want them, a truly dominated nation.”

The editor, very thoughtfully, implored upon the readers to explore the possibilities of reverting to
the position of 1835 which otherwise means to go into the matter seriously without however
committing himself to the thought process or the debate he thus initiated. We should thank him
for reminding about the Nation and values connected therewith.

Before we start debating over the issue, we must first assume that the situation in India was correctly
stated by Macaulay. Since this is based on record and not on imagination or premises and conjectures
of historians, it should be taken as true and authentic. Perhaps it is impossible for us to go back to
1835 situation where there was no hunger and poverty in India and the entire society was bound
by moral values. Macaulay was a staunch promoter of colonialism and his determination to
transform India into “a dominated nation” is amply reflected in his un-ambiguous language. He had
an agenda which he spelt out clearly and he had also suggested a solution how to “break the very
backbone of this nation, which is her spiritual and cultural heritage and therefore, | propose that
we replace her old and ancient education system, her culture....” He also visualized the result of
implementation of his policy where the Indians think that “all that is foreign and English is good
and greater than their own, they will lose their self-esteem, their native culture and they will

become what we want them ....."
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In retrospect, we must accept that Lord Macaulay succeeded to great extent in ruining whatever is
native. Though he won several battles, he lost the war because the British could not sustain their
rule in India. They had to leave India unsung and unwept, 112 years, 6 months and 13 days after
Macaulay’s famous speech of 2" February 1835. Ironically, the very prescription for sustained
British Rule given by Macaulay proved to be their undoing leading to their ignominious exit. But
the backbone of India was broken; Indians became poor and started begging; they lost the moral
fiber and they lost the spiritual and cultural heritage. But they learnt English and learnt it so well
that the English themselves envied them. With English, they also became aware that they were
being ruled by aliens and that they should free themselves of the foreign rule.

Much water had flowed down the rivers of India between 1835 and 1947. The backbone of the
nation which could not be broken for two thousand years, despite numerous invasions and influx
of different ethnic & religious groups, had been successfully broken in a span of about 112 years.
India, at the time of Independence did not match the good description of Macaulay or rather
became anti-thesis to it. llliteracy, poverty, ignorance, disease, squalor etc. became very common.
Horrendous experiences of Bengal famine were still fresh in memory. Hordes of sick, starving,
emaciated and scantily clad people had to become nomads in search of succor. Begging became
an unavoidable avocation for survival. The land where Macaulay could not spot a beggar had
become a haven of beggar-population.

Incidentally, a small account of a debate held recently in England ‘How British Rule made India
poor’ by Mr. ShashiTharoor is in circulation in social media. Mr. Tharoor is a well-known personality
and a Lok Sabha Member and he was the lone participant from India. He marshalled his facts so
well that the majority of the audience agreed with Tharoor that the British Rule did in fact more
harm to India. That the ethnic English audience accepted his arguments is a tribute to English
sensibility. The evidence adduced must have been incontrovertible. The British hostility towards,
Indian ethos evident from Macaulay’s speech stands conclusively confirmed by the (in)famous
sarcastic comments by (then) British Prime Minister, Mr. Winston Churchill as to why Gandhi was
not dying with lakhs of people dying of starvation in Bengal famine. The truth was that 40 lakh
people died in Bengal alone and it was the time of Second World War. All the food produced in India
was forcibly exported for British soldiers and others. Evidently, we were ruled by heartless people
then. That those rulers had lot of racial hatred is an undeniable truth.

Worse is the loss of self-esteem and native culture. Islam made inroads into India more than a

thousand years ago and spread to all parts of the country. Muslim dynasties held power over better
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part of the country almost on a sustained basis until the British arrived. Budhists, Sikhs, Christians,
Jains and Parsis were all part of the Indian society and prospered well without any visible strife.
Despite this hugely complex divergence, the nation as a whole held its self-esteem and native
culture which made Macaulay to suggest that (in)famous prescription to break the country’s
backbone. If the hundreds and thousands of historical events that took place before the advent of
the British could not dent the self-esteem and native culture, despite social and religious diversity,
it was because all the different social groups were generally absorbed into native culture
considering the country as their home. The exception however is partition of India on account of
religious identity claimed by Jinnah. In contrast, the British never considered India their home and
treated it as their colony until they left. Many political scientists believe that partition of the
country was a geo-political expedience of colonialism.

On closer look, we have reason to feel that Lord Macaulay was extra-courteous to India. Because it
is difficult to digest that there was not even one beggar and a thief in the country during the
corresponding period. Well documented medieval history and even ancient history do not subscribe
to this theory. Hindu scriptures ordain certain class of people to live only on alms as they are not
expected to entertain greed for any worldly material possessions. Macaulay was perhaps driving
home his point with force in British Parliament and the statement could be a hyperbole. But at the
same time it is equally incorrect to conclude that the country was a land of beggars and thieves.
Poverty could not have been as virulent as to prompt large scale begging and thefts. After all,
begging and theft are symptoms and not the disease. The fact population of the country was a
mere 17.74 Crore in 1831 as per reverse projection of subsequent census figures and given the
resources available, life could have been certainly comfortable if not lavish.

Coming back to begging, it became very common by the time the British left. It is an indisputable
fact. Statements of Macaulay and Churchill vouch for it. It was a noticeable downswing in the
fortunes of the country during the British Rule or may be more aptly on account of the British Rule.
The first native government in India had two difficult challenges; one, to establish communal
harmony after partition holocaust and two, to feed the starving population.There was acute shortage
of food grains in the country. Rationing was in vogue. India had to officially go begging for food.
Countries with surplus food grain stocks like the US were attaching strings for supply of food grains
hurting self-respect of the country instead of treating it as human problem. However, the leadership
of the nascent democracy was not prepared to bend and was not prepared to compromise nation’s

self-esteem. They counselled less consumption of food and even called on people to fast for a day
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in a week. It was all a bad dream but with precious lessons for future.

India has travelled great distance in the 67 years after Independence. We are surplus in food grains
even after feeding the population quadrupled thereafter. We also hold enough buffer stocks to tide
over a couple of years’ drought. But very strangely, a new trend in begging appears to have set in. It
is not begging for survival but begging for affluence. A strange situation indeed! Begging which
was encouraged as an honorable avocation in some sections to ensure good conduct and a healthy
society in good old days, had with passage of time, become a necessary avocation during British
period, poverty, hunger and starvation being the causes. In independent India, of late, we find that
begging had since graduated into a highly specialized profession. Several innovations had come in
the field and begging had assumed an art form practiced by many, not necessarily to meet basic
requirement of sustenance but as a route to prosperity.

Literally speaking, begging is different from borrowing. The two are separate practices. But the
advancements made in operational plane appear to have obliterated the dividing line to great
extent. Some avowed opponents of the present trends argue that begging is the basic concept
around which practices like corruption, borrowing etc. revolve. They say it is purpose centric and
could as well envelope theft, robbery, cheating and even murder for gain among many other
similar activities. Begging has thus gained wider acceptability, recognition and respectability.
They argue that the human society is never equal and uniform and bound to have disparities. As
long as there is disparity/inequality, the lesser gifted will look at the affluent with envy while the
rich try to keep the divide as wide as possible.

Central and State Governments appear eternally in short of funds. Running governments on
borrowed money had become a standard practice. Development needs investment. The
government is not in a position to establish industries on its own in public sector as it does not
have the funds required. To look at the financial health of the country, every rupee accounted as
‘revenue receipts’ has 27 paise in the form of borrowings & liabilities. What is more worrying is the
fact that every rupee spent by the Government has 18 paise towards interest payments. If the
Government were to be financially sound and strong, the 18 paise component of expenditure
does not arise. It means that the Indian State accumulates a liability of 27 paise per year on accounted
receipts which we pass on to posterity while the 18 paise paid is on interest account and the
‘Principal’ remains intact and accumulates over the years as debt. In this context, it is pertinent to
mention that India spent as much as Rs. 4,33,343 crore on debt servicing during financial year

2012-13 against total revenue receipts of Rs. 14,30,825 Crores.
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Since we cannot ignore development on the grounds of paucity of funds, the desired industries
can come only in private sector or by foreign direct investment. There is yet another important
basic sector of ‘infrastructure development’. This is primarily the State’s domain and its active
participation is essential. It therefore becomes the responsibility of the Government to find ways
and means to finance the infrastructure projects. The Govt. with no money of its own, has to go for
heavy borrowing either from local investors, with or without participation, or external financial
institutions. In either case, it is Shylock’s story and they demand their pound of flesh. Experience
shows that internal investors with participatory rights are the worst.

Without being so called, begging, nay the borrowing, has become an internationally accepted
practice. As any poor nation is desperate to borrow from local money bags (call them investors) or
to resort for external borrowings, to meet its governing responsibility, the lenders also are keen
float their money as wide as possible to multiply its size. Who among the lender and borrower
buckles first is crucial in this context.

Nations on the globe have been classified as developed, developing and the poor on the basis of
their economic strength. Strong economies like US, Japan, UK, and Germany etc. are confirmed
developed countries. Poor countries are those who have no potentially stable economy and
dependent upon others. In between are countries like India, Brazil, and China etc. who have strong
economic base and lucrative markets but with inadequate finances to encash the economic
advantages. It should now be clear that the poor and the developing countries are in need of
money and the money has to come only from developed countries. Among the borrowers the
developing nations have an edge on account of their strength in inputs required for production.
Besides the developed nations, there also are financial institutions, private investors with tons of
money and global and regional banks with lending capacity.

There is a place called Davos in Switzerland. Money bags of the world hold court there every year.
Countries in need of money gravitate to Davos with their requirement catalogue to convince the
prospective lenders that their money is safe and will bring heavy profits if loaned/invested in their
countries and to bargain for advantageous terms of repayment, more like good-looking ladies
walking the ramp in a beauty contest or business promotion fete. This is however separate from
bilateral financial dealings between the nations. Borrowing/begging fever has become so virulent
among the needy countries that they liberalized external borrowing norms to the extent individual
States in a country are permitted foreign jaunts in search of money, the Centre offering collateral

security. No sooner a Chief Minister assumes office a pilgrimage to Singapore had become an
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essential ritual. Macaulay wanted the destination to be England but it is now some other places.
We have the example of a Chief Minister who considers that Singapore is the right country to
advise, plan and develop everything in the State including preparation of plans for capital
construction. This is a job which any experienced diploma engineer in architecture in India can
easily deliver. Critics comment that the conceptual plan which had come into public domain was
actually the idea of an Indian working there. Some ministers are said to be undertaking such
business trips even before they acquaint themselves of their ministry and its requirements.

So far, it is the story of the countries bending before the investors acceding to their strings and
conditions which are often unreasonable. If an honest audit is carried out it will be heavily loaded
in favor of the lender/investor. Some experts in financial management say that there is no need for
borrower to appease the lender at all. Reasons given in support of their argument are also equally
convincing. They say that idle money is no money. Moneyed people, be it rich countries, persons or
institutions, cannot afford to keep their money unused. Money in circulation will not only fetch
profits but also add value to their position, status and political leverage. No wise man locks up his
money in a bank as a deposit for long subjecting it to the risk of inflationary trends. A billionaire
with unused money in banks is forgotten soon like demonetized currency. These circumstances
compel the money bags bring their money into market for circulation.

It is for these reasons the banks in advanced countries tout for borrowers offering different sops.
They come to your doorstep with offers of loans for all and sundry at attractive rates of interest and
the procedures are unbelievably simple compared to Indian experience. We also come across
instances where the borrower defaults and of bad debts. Banks do not mind these losses and
continue to encourage loans. Important question that arises is; why do the money bags behave in
contrast with outsiders with stiff necks compared to their domestic market while they are as
desperate to lend as the others are for borrowing. It is a war of attrition to get the best of bargains
and the beggar buckles first.

To see the situations at different milestones, India was prosperous with self-esteem and culture at
its best as Macaulay saw it in 1835; India impoverished and pushed to starvation and beggary

when the British left in 1947; and now independent India going begging, by volition, 67 years after
it became a free nation. What a fall! Should India not be wary of consequences?
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'OSMANIA' MEANS

By

Dr.B.Raghotham Rao Desai

Osmania University Logo:

Preamble:The University came into existence
on 22" September, 1918 and was inaugurated
by the Nizam Mir Osman Ali Khan in 1939.

In contrast to the rest of India, Hyderabad’s
Hindus and Muslims by and large could not be
differentiated on the basis of their dress and
sometimes not even by their names! They ate
the same food and participated in each other’s
festivals. The nobility’s patronage to these
festivals transcended the distinctions of
community and religion. If Mahbub Ali Pasha
during the 1908 floods of the river Musi donned
the holy thread on the advice of the Hindu
Pandits and made an offering to appease the
angry river goddess, if Maharaja KishanPershad
transgressed the rules of commensality and
connubiality —— married Muslim as well as
Hindu ladies, and ceased to make any distinctions
between religions when seeking enlightenment
—— this created powerful symbols for the
relations between religions in Hyderabad. The

Malwala family (Kayasths) lit their palace on the

Prophet’s birthday and distributed alms. In the
palace of the KhurshidJahi’s a big annual festival
was held during Nagapanchami. In this,
Hyderabad’s culture was not different from the
Ganga - Jamnitehzib (culture) of Lucknow and
the establishment of the Osmania University
was a step towards the evolution of this culture.
Background:The Nizam Mir Osman Ali Khan's
Firman (edit) defined its objectives: In this
University the Modern and the Ancient, the
Oriental and Western arts and crafts should be
so combined as to remove the defects of the
modern systems of education in the physical,
intellectual and spiritual fields. And in the
University, with the spread of education, there
should also be scope for the improvement and
reform of the morals of the students. Further, in
this University there should be provision for real
research facilities in all the different sciences.
Lastly, basic principle of this University would
be that Urdu should be the Medium of
Instruction for Higher Education; but that the
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study of English as a language should be
compulsory on every student. Accordingly, |
gladly grant permission that, in memory of my
coronation, on the principle described in the
draft, the
establishment of Hyderabad University in the

steps should be taken for
State; and that this University should be named

as Osmania University, Hyderabad.

By 1936 Osmania University had established
post-graduate courses and research facilities in
physics, chemistry, biology, medicine,
engineering, metallurgy, as well as established
the faculty of law and education and various
teacher-training courses. By 1948 it had reached
its full stature at both the graduate and post-
graduate levels. Its degrees were accepted not
only by other Indian Universities, but also by

British Universities.

Though there was some criticism that it was
‘uncreative’ as there was nothing basically
original in the education: translations being
mostly of text-books, from English; there was
little that was startling among the works chosen
for translating, still one must not underestimate
the service that the University had performed in
that capacity to the regions for a period of about
40 years after it was established. It continues to
be a premier University of the Country though
Urdu had ceased to be the medium of instruction
after the States were reorganized in 1956.

No University

logo better expresses a
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commitment to linguistic diversity than that of
Osmania University. Unfurling banners at its
bottom declare Osmania Vishwavidyalayamu,
‘Osmania University’in Telugu. The motto at the
top, tamasomajyotirgamay —— ‘lead us from
darkness into light’ is drawn from the Sanskrit
Brhdaranyaka Upanishad and is written in the
Devanagari script (the same script being used
to write modern Hindi). At its center is the
solitary ‘ain, the Urdu - Perso and Arabic ———
letter with which the name Osmania begins.
The appearance of English in the logo comes as
no great surprise since Osmania University is
located in the city of Hyderabad, a city of over
eight million people known internationally as

an English-language business hub.

Conclusion: The Muslim intellectuals who ran
Osmania University in Hyderabad were
profoundly engaged with questions of colonial
displacement and national belonging,
occupied as they were in an effort to transform
the Urdu Language for national purposes and
to produce alternatives to the system of higher
education introduced to India by the British.

The Viceroy Lord Chelmsford encouraged the
project: ‘Students try to read difficult subjects
through a foreign language with the result that
they memorize the prescribed
books....without doubt, this system of
education is against good educational

principles’
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Praise flowed aplenty: C. Rajagopalachari, a
veteran Congress leader and the first Indian to
occupy the office of Governor General, said in
his Convocation address to the University in
February 1943:'The only language that can claim
to be an All India language in Hindustani, and
that is the medium of instruction in this
University. Yours then, is the true Vidyapith, the

Swadeshi University of all India’.

Rabindranath Tagore was equally unstinting in
his praise. He had ‘waited long for this day, he
said, ‘when education would be free from the
shackles of a foreign language to become

accessible to everybody"

This left one crucial question unanswered: What
of the overwhelming majority of the populace?
As per the census figures —— (referred to by
Miss. Padmaja Naidu, daughter of Smt. Sarojini
Naidu ‘the nightingale of India’, who was as
devoted a Hyderabadi and secular in her outlook
as her parents, in her note prepared, at
Hyderabad’s ‘Golden Threshold, on ‘Communal
relations in Hyderabad’ on 11" December, 1938

with appendices)——at that given point of time:
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Urdu was only spoken by 14 percent of the
population (1.5 million); Telugu by 48 percent
(7.0 million); Marathi by 26 (3.8 million) and
Kannada (or Kanarese) by 12 percent (1.6
Million). In the capital, 50 percent notified Urdu
as their mother tongue and only 38 percent as
Telugu. The effect on people’s minds, Telugu-
speaking and Hindus in particular, was not
difficult to understand. During his visit to
Hyderabad in 1929 to Viceroy Lord Irwin advised
the Nizam pubilicly, in a speech at the royal
banquet, ‘to make the University more useful

and acceptable to his Telugu-subjects’.

Being an‘Osmanian’ myself, | personally feel that
if not for the fall of Hyderabad, no one would
have thought of going out. Osmania had indeed
produced a revolution and a multiclass-society
surely though slowly was developing,
perceptibly changing the State. Osmania was

undoubtedly a brave venture!

(As the University celebrates its Platinum
Jubilee of completing 75 years after its
inauguration in 1939, though it came into

existence 21 years earlier!).

| went to my son’s graduation this weekend, and | heard a
great quote I’'ve never heard before from Albert Einstein. It
was that the greatest danger to the world is not the bad people
but it's the good people who don’t speak out.Hamilton Jordan
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TO REMINISCE AFTER 40 YEARS
BY

V.V. HARIPRASAD

Tourist plaza, Hyderabad has become the venue
for the meeting of the batch mates of 75-77 of
Southern Forest Rangers’ College, Coimbatore
who have assembled there along with their
spouses on 18" April 2015 nearly after 40 years

of their training period.

70 participants took part in the meet which
included their family members. Participants
belong to different states of the country namely
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamilnadu.
The Government of Telangana has provided
accommodation in Hotel Plaza to some of the
participants under GAD quota along with
permission for conducting the meeting with the
initiative taken by Sri.K.Bhoopal Reddy I.F.S
special secretary in the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s
Peshi Govt. of Telangana and he belongs to the
alumni of S.F.R.C prior to getting selected into

A.LF.C later.The participants were quite

interested in visiting the places of Hyderabad
which has been quite famous for its scenic
beauty ,historical places and above all as a city
which uniquely stands as an epitome of different
cultures of Indian subcontinent popular for its

“unity in diversity”

On 18tafter arriving by different modes of

travelling from far off places,the participants
went to visit Qutubshahi tombs and Golconda
fort. Sri M.A.Waheed |.F.S who is also an alumnus
of S.F.R.C prior to getting into A.LF.C
accompanied the participants and explained
them on the historical importance of those
tombs and Golconda fort in chaste Urdu and
Hindi because most of them belong to the

northern part of India.

In the evening the participants assembled in
Hotel Plaza on the opulent green lawns along
with their spouses fully enjoying the fine breeze
and enchanting ambience. At the very outset
me one of the organizers has requested Sri
M.A.Waheed I.F.S (Retd.) to come to the lectern
and conduct the proceedings with his
inimitable style of conducting such meetings
in chaste Hindi coupled with impeccable
English. The meet started with the observance
of silence for two minutes as a mark of respect
to all those departed souls from among our
batch mates and Instructors who left to the

heavenly abode.

Then started the self-introduction of the batch
mates who introduced their respective wives
while briefing about their family members and

narrating their reminiscences. Sri K.Dileep
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Kumar formerly Member of legislative council
who resigned the job as Asst.conservator of
forests seeking his fortunes in politics attended
the meeting accompanied by his gun men. It is
in every body’s knowledge that during Telangana
agitation he was considered as one of the
popular leaders among the masses. During the
course of self-introduction which started with
G.Gurunathudu of Andhra Pradesh the
participants began to recollect their memories
of the training period which saw them right from
undergoing a rigorous training to getting
subjected to childish pranks by their colleagues
in the college where we can find mammoth
structures constructed by the British during their
colonial regime in India. Sri Bhoopalreddy who
arrived a little later cutting short his official
schedule was explaining to his batch mates in a
lighter vein as to how the junior PT.I of S.F.R.C
was instrumental in making him dispensing with
his well-nourished beard for a very long period
during his hey days as a student of the Agricultural

university.

On the arrival of Sri KBhoopal Reddy I.F.S (Retd.)
the alumnus of S.F.R.C, the programme of self-
introduction has been cut short. He came along
with Smt.PriyankaVerghese I.F.S another officer
from the office of the C.M’s Peshi and both of
them were welcomed by the participants. At the
very out set Smt.Verghese explained in

connection with the paradigm shift made by the
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Govt.of Telangana in promoting the green cover
in the state by insisting upon raising 40 crore
seedlings this year for taking up planting by
different agencies of the state on a massive
scale right from this year onwards. She added
that 39 crore seedlings were already raised and
in the coming planting season Telangana state
would be witnessing a massive planting
programme first of its kind in the region as well
as in the country. She was all praise to the
Hon’ble Chief minister of Telangana and “His
fervor and zeal towards development of
greenery are match less,” she added. She
congratulated the organizers for having taken
initiative in conducting such a meet and she
was initially surprised having come to know
that some of them were meeting their co-

trainees after a period of about 40 years.

Sri K .Bhoopal Reddy I.F.S (Retd.) who left no
stone un turned in obtaining help from the
Govt.of Telangana in providing all possible
admissible amenities in  making the
programme a success without any hitch took
all pains in explaining in detail on the vision of
Telangana govt. in taking up massive planting
programme under “HARITHA HARAM” one of
the pet projects of the Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Telangana. When some of the participants
expressed their doubts in the possibility of
proper implementation of such a mammoth

planting programme on such a massive scale
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he categorically assured the successful
implementation of the programme while
quoting the saying “Dare to dream and care to
implement”. The meet received the messages
sent by Sri B.J.Pathak I.F.S Additional P.C.C.F,
Gujarat, Sri A. Rama Rao choudhary I.F.S,
Additional P.C.C.F (Retd.), Sri M.Arun Kumar
business insurance consultant New Zealand
and Sri P.Satya Narayana, Dy.C.F(Retd.) from
United States of America all of whom belong
to the alumni of S.F.R.C (75-77) for successful
conducting of the event.The programme on 18®
came to an end followed by the dinner hosted
by Sri K.Bhoopal Reddy on the lush green lawns

of Hotel Plaza.

On 19 the following day a trip was arranged by
the organizers for visiting Ramoji film city by the
participants and they enjoyed the scenic beauty,
action and light show, Japanese garden, Butter
fly park and number of exotic birds in the film
city. The wild life expert and UNDP project
coordinator of Andhra Pradesh Dr.K.Tulsi Rao who
attended the meet was discharging his self-
imposed duty of taking photo graphs of the
exotic birds in the film city was all praise to the
hygiene maintained there in. The trip was
followed by the dinner arranged by Sri
K.Dileepkumar in Secunderabad club and he
incidentally turned 60 years on that day along
with Sateesh Williams who turned 61 years the

following day Both of them cut their birth day
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cakes in the presence of their batch mates and
their spouses and the presence of their batch
mates from nook and corner of all over the

country made their joy knew no bounds

The participants cutting across states and
genders praised the organizing committee
comprising V.V.Hari Prasad, S.Kishandas,
P.RajenderReddy,
K.MahenderReddy for conducting such a great

P.Bhushanam and

event which bore fruit in a planned and
meticulous manner. The all out help extended
by a senior Forest Officer of Telangana State Sri

K.Bhoopalreddy I.F.S (Retd.), and Sri.K.Dileep
Kumar a seasoned politician and a former M.L.C
made the job of the organizers easy and the
organizers expressed their immense gratitude
to both of them for the same. Having enjoyed
the success of a rare event like this along with
their family members participants hailing from
two states came forward to conduct such an
event in their respective states during 2016 and
the District Forest officer Sounderpandian I.F.S
was unanimously chosen to be provided with
the opportunity of conducting next event in
S.F.R.C Coimbatore in the year 2016 prior to his
retirement. The members returned to their
respective destinations while carrying with
them the pleasant memories of such a great
and memorable event conducted after a period
of about four decades.The “Hindi Kavith” written
in this connection by one of the participants is
to be read and consequent feelings if any can

be shared by the S.FR.C fraternity with others.

(PIs see last cover page for photo)
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FALCONS OF KALAMAZOO,
MICHIGAN STATE, USA

By
Dr.Sudhir K.Reddy

| convinced my employer Zoetis, the biggest
Animal Health Company in the world, to sponsor
this endeavour as a Conservation Project for the
greater good of Planet Earth. On the website,
www.kalamazoofalcons.com, as the Audubon
Society of Kalamazoo now proudly displays the
fruition of this Peregrine Project, it also enables
a good PR-statement and brand publicity for our
company, Zoetis. Our corporate motto, “For
Animals, For Health, For You’ now also makes
ecological sense:“For Endangered Animals, For
Health of the Planet, a